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GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA PROCEEDINGS 

Subject: In-principle approval for construction of balancing/storage reservoir across River 

Cauvery near Mekedatu in the downstream of Krishna Raja Sagara Dam. 

** ** ** 

Reference: Managing Director, Cauvery Neeravari Nigam Limited, Bengaluru letter no: 

CNN/Tech-3/MPD-151/Vol-1/2016-17/817, dt: 04/06.06.2016. 

Proposal:  

 Vide reference cited above, the Managing Director, Cauvery Neeravari Nigam Limited, 

Bengaluru submitted a proposal stating that River Cauvery originates at Talacauvery of 

Brahmagiri hills in the Western Ghats located in Kodagu District of Karnataka and flows 

eastwards in the states of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu and join the Bay of Bengal. The total 

Catchment Area of the River Cauvery from its origin to Bay of Bengal is 81,155 sq. Km. Out of 

which, the catchment area within the State of Karnataka is 34,273 sq. Km. As per Cauvery Water 

Dispute Tribunal (CWDT) Award, Karnataka State is ensured to release 192 TMC of water at the 

identified inter-state area and also CWC gauging station located at Biligundlu at the state 

boundary. This quantity of water shall most likely be released from Krishna Raja Sagara 

Reservoir and Kabini Reservoir. The Krishna Raja Sagara (KRS) Reservoir across River 

Cauvery is the only reservoir with the storage capacity of 49.452 TMC with a catchment area of 

23,231 sq. Km. and the water from the downstream of KRS enters the State of Tamil Nadu. 

There is no storage facility located in the downstream of KRS Reservoir in the state of Karnataka 

and the unrestricted flow of water from this region enters the State of Tamil Nadu. In addition,   

in the downstream command areas of KRS Reservoir, there will be considerable availability of 

regenerated water. 

2.  Further, it is proposed to construct a balancing/storage reservoir near Mekedatu located 

at a distance of 100 Km from Bengaluru city and 4 Km from the confluence point of Rivers 

Arkavathy and Cauvery. This project will help in regulating the allocated flow of water to the 

State of Tamil Nadu and also helps in rejuvenation of river, environmental protection, 

improvement in ground water table and providing drinking water facilities. The main salient 

features of the project are as given below; 

A. As per the Cauvery Water Dispute Tribunal Award, it is ensuring to regulate the 

required quantum of 192 TMC of water to Tamil Nadu from the proposed reservoir in a  

normal year (by storing water during Monsoon season). 

B. About 400 MW of hydroelectric power generation. 

C. Providing 16.10 TMC and  50 TMC of drinking water to Bengaluru  and its surrounding 

areas along with other cities, towns and villages in Cauvery basin. 
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D. As per Tribunal award, 433 TMC of water (which includes 419 TMC in the entire 

Cauvery basin + 10 TMC for environment protection +4 TMC towards inevitable 

escape) to the State of Tamil Nadu, 270 TMC of water to the state of Karnataka, 30 

TMC of water to the state of Kerala and 7 TMC of water to Puducherry has been 

allocated. 

E. The additional allocation of 17.64 TMC is also a part of the total allocation of 270 TMC 

of water to the State of Karnataka.  

F. As mentioned above, there shall be no disputes for the utilization of 17.64 TMC of water 

for providing drinking water facilities to Bengaluru, its surrounding areas and other 

cities, towns and villages of Cauvery basin through the proposed Mekedatu drinking 

water and hydroelectric project. 

3.  Further, following components have been incorporated in the Project Report; 

(a) It is proposed to construct a high level gravity dam at Mekedatu with a full reservoir 

elevation of 440 mtrs. Having a storage capacity of 67.14 TMC. 

(b) the dam will have suitable spill-way in terms of radial gates to effectively discharge the 

design flood with suitable energy dissipating arrangements on the downstream side. 

(c) The extent of submergence of the land on the upstream at the full reservoir level works out 

to 4996 Ha. 

(d) Intake structure with water conducting system consisting of required number of pen stocks, 

pressure shafts which will be embedded in the body of the dam to feed the water 

continuously to the generating units. 

(e) Underground powerhouse is proposed downstream of Mekedatu dam with an installed 

capacity of 400 MW. 

(f) Average annual energy available is 1357.84 Million Units (Annual PLF 41.5%). 

4.  It is noticed that, in most of the months, the monthly inflows at KRS, Hemavathy, 

Harangi and Kabini reservoirs are less than the specified quantity of water and the water stored at 

these reservoirs are released to the downstream States. This is affecting the reservoir dependent 

command areas with shortage of water. Hence, the construction of balancing/storage reservoirs 

in the upstream of Mekedatu will help in storage of additional water that flows during monsoon 

season and thereby regulating the allocated flow of water to the neighbouring states. The project 

also helps in providing drinking water facilities to Bengaluru and its surrounding areas and also 

helps in generating hydroelectric power. 
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5.  In 1995, the then Government constituted a committee under the leadership of Shri. K. C 

Reddy and Elected Representatives examine the Mekedatu Hydroelectric project components 

and submitted the report to reduce the Full Reservoir Level from RL 478.00 m to RL 440 m. 

6.  Finance Department in its note dt: 20.08.2016 opined as follows; 

“Though there are legal complications in the implementation of Mekedatu 

project; since the project requires approval from Central Water Commission 

and Supreme Court, the Finance Department agreed to accord in- principle 

consent for the project with an instruction to Water Resource Department to 

identify the source of funding and prepare finance plan for the project before 

starting the works”. 

7.  In view of the above, the Managing Director, Cauvery Neeravari Nigam Limited, 

Bengaluru has requested to accord the administrative approval for the preparation of Detailed 

Feasibility Report for the construction of Mekedatu balancing/storage reservoir project near 

Mekedatu in the downstream areas of KRS reservoir for Rs. 5912.00 Crores. 

8. For this proposal, the comments / suggestions of Chief Engineer (ISWD), Water 

Resources Development Organization, Bangalore and Sri. Mohaan V. Kaatharki, Advocate 

from of team of state lawyer’s of Supreme Court in Cauvery and for other water disputes 

has been obtained. 

9 The proposal has been examined and the following order has been issued to comply 

with the instructions stated in Sl.No (6). 

 
Government order No: WRD136 MMK 2013 

Bengaluru, Dt: 13.03.2017 
 

In-principle administrative approval is hereby for the preparation of Detailed Feasibility Report 

for the construction of Mekedatu balancing/storage reservoir project near Mekedatu in the 

downstream areas of KRS reservoir for Rs. 5912.00 Crores (Five Thousand Nine Hundred and 

Twelve Crores) with a condition to comply with the suggestions as stated in Sl.No (6). 

This administrative approval has been issued with the consent of Finance Department note 

No: FD 345 FC-1/2016. dt:20.08.2016.  

By order and in the name 
of Governor of Karnataka 

 
         Sd/- 
(K.V Ananthu) 

   Special Officer (Technical, MMI-3) 
         Water Resource Department 
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Copy to: 

1. The Principal Chief Accountant, (General and Social Division Audits) Bengaluru,

Karnataka.

2. The Managing Director, Cauvery Neeravari Nigam Ltd, Bengaluru.

3. The Chief Engineer (ISWD), Water Resources Development Organization, Bangalore.

4. The Chief Engineer Irrigation (South) Zone, Mysore.

5. The Additional Secretary to Government (ISWD), Law Department, (Note No.

Law/21/T/Suggestions/2017, Dated 13.02.2017)

6. The Personal Secretary to the Hon’ble Minister of Water Resources Department, Vidhana

Soudha, Bengaluru.

7. The Special Officer and Deputy Secretary to the Government, Finance Department (PWD

Finance Cell), Vidhana Soudha, Bengaluru.

8. The Personal Secretary to the Chief Secretary to the Government (Cabinet), Government

of Karnataka (Subject no. C- 116/2017, Date: 15-02-2017)

9. Guard file / Additional copies.
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